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Lord Dhanwanthari Temple at Nelluvaya, Thrissur 
District Kerala 


A Brief Profile 


A Centuries Old Temple dedicated to Lord Dhanwanthari, The Greatest Healer 


Managed by Cochin Devaswam Board 
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Lord Dhanwanthari Temple at Nelluvaya, Thrissur District Kerala 


Sree Dhanwanthari Temple at Nelluvai, Thrissur ,Kerala State is one of 
the most prominent and ancient temples dedicated to Lord 
Dhanwanthari in India. The legend states that the present sacred idol 
at the temple was installed by Ashwani Devas ( Divine Lord of Physicians) 
and it was the same idol worshipped by Sri Vasudevar ( biological father 
of Lord Krishna) in the Dwapara Yuga. Hence the inference that the 
origin of the temple dates back to more than 5000 years. 


Lord Dhanwanthari is an Incarnation of Lord Maha Vishnu out of ten 
principal incarnations. This has been detailed in Srimad Bhagavatham 
and other main Purans. The lord emerged from the" Ocean of Milk" 
during “Paalaazhi Mdhanam" (churning of the Ocean of Milk) with four 
hands carrying the divine Sankhu (Conch),Holy Chakram (Wheel), 
Amrutham (Divine Nector) and Jalookham (Leech) respectively. Leach(a 
worm) is used in Ayurvedic theraphy to suck out bad blood to cure 
certain diseases. This signifies the lord as God of Medicine and Medical 
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Sciences. Physicians of all branches of medicine , worship him as their 
Upaasana Murthy (Principal Deity of worship). 


Even in this modern era, the physicians, after their study course and 
before stepping into their medical profession, usually perform Bhajans 
in the temple and read Ashtamgahridaya ( or their respective text 
books) in front of the Deity . “Ashtanga Hridaya “is the very basic and 
prime text book of Ayurveddic Medical System. It is widely believed 
that this offering will give them more knowledge and correct decision 
making power in treatments . It is said that the famous Astrologist 
and Poet Vidvan Machatt Ilayath (of 18™ century), performed Bhajans 
in front of Dhanwanthari Moorthi at Nelluvai Temple and composed 
fifty Sanskrit Slokas (short poems) named “Sthothra Panchashika’". 
He offered his composition to the Lord and thus got complete relief 
from his skin disease. This offering of the bunch of poems to Deity 
was on the ist of Malayalam month Kumbham ( mid February ). This day 
is still celebrated as the “Sthothra Panchashika Day" every year. The 
Dhanwanthari Ashtothara Namajapa (reciting one hundred and eight 
holy names of Lord Dhanwanthari) along with “Sthothra Panchashika 
Parayana" (reading Sthothra Panchasika with devotion in front of the 
Deity) is believed to help children and elders alike for their better 
prosperity and to broaden their wisdom as well as for removing all of 
their physical and mental deceases. 


The temple is famous for " Mukudi" (a concoction of herbs and special 
medicinal ingredients prepared inside the temple and offered to Lord 
during Pooja ) It is believed to be a panacea for all diseases by 
faithful devotees. This holy medicinal formulation in the form of 
“prasadam” is available every day at temple after poojas. Special 
offerings like Mukkudi, Dhanvanthari Archana (floral offerings) and 
the famous " Atta & kozhambu Offering " (representing removl of 
desease causing conditions and intake of medicines for cure ) to Lord 
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Dhanwanthari is firmly believed as a perfect remedy for all kind of 
disease. 


This ancient Sree Dhanwanthari temple at Nelluvai is near 
Wadakkanchery in Thrissur district. It is situated approximately 20Km's 
from Trichur Town in Kerala . It is about 14 km from Kunnamkulam Town. 
The temple is along Kunnamkulam- Vadakkanchery Road, nearer to 
Vadakkanchery. The nearest major railway stations are Thrissur and 
Shoranur. Hotel and lodging facilities are available at Kunnamkulam and 
Thrissur. Limited lodging facilities are available at Erumapetty Town two 
km from Temple. 

Please scan the QR Code to get the location of the temple on Google 
Maps. 


Bigs 


Dhanwathari Homam/ Maha Dhanwanthari Homam 

(Fire Oblation Ritual) 

Sacred Fire (Agni) is believed to be the messenger of Gods. Offerings 
to Agni with mantras will reach the specific gods. During Dhanwanthari 
Homa, ghee, cooked rice, herbs, and herbal fruits of various kinds, are 
offered to Sacred Fire by Purohits(priests). They also chant various 
Veda mantras praying for cure. The person or the one representing the 
afflicted person will be sitting near the Homa altar, chanting mantras 
as directed by the Yajna Acharya. He or she has to pray with devotion 
for disease cure. At the end of Homa, prasads will be offered to the 
participants. It is to be consumed at home with purity of body, and 


PLL LLL LLL LISLE L ELE LEE ECE LEE ELE PE EEE EEE LE OE LE EE EE EEE ELE PEEL PE EEE EE ELE OE EE EE EEE LEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEO ELE EE ELE LEE LEO ELE PE EEE EEE EE OE EEE EEE EE EE EEO EEE ES 


RAO OL LO OLLLOLLEOOLELOLLELOLELOLELLEOOLELLOLLEOOLELOLLELLOOCELOLELEOOEOLELEOOLLEOEOLELOLELELEOLOLELEOECLELEELELEOCLEOLELEOOELEL,, 
NNN NN NNN NNN NN NNN NNN NNN NNN NNN NNN NNN NN NNN NNN NNN NN NN 


firm conviction that he or she will get cured completely by the blessing 
of Lord Dhanwanthari. 

Dhanwanthari Homa in normal way takes about one hour. Maha 
Dhanwanthari Homa will take about three hours. Directions and 
instructions given by Devaswam and Yajna Aacharyas are to be 
followed. 


The following mantra is to be chanted during the Homa. 


Achyuthananda Govinda 
Vishno naaraayana amrutha 
Rogan me naasaya aseshaan 
Aasu dhanwanthare hare! 


Meaning 

Lord Dhanwanthari, you have various sacred names such as Achyutha ( 
never perishing), Aananda( of Blissful Form), Govinda( Lord of all 
Knowledges), Vishu ( who is present everywhere) and Naarayana(who 
resides in Divine Waters). You please bless me and cure all of diseases 
both physical and mental and make me a full healthy person. This is my 
prayer with full of devotion. 


Contact Address 

The Devaswam Officer, Dhanwanthari Temple, Nelluvaya ( Post) 
Erumapetty Via PIN 680585 

Contact Person : Sri. P B Biju , Devaswom Officer: 9188958053, 
9447674330 

admin @ nelluvaidhanwantharitemple.org 


admin @ cochindevaswomboard.org 
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Contact Address 

The Devaswom Officer, Dhanwanthari Temple, Nelluvaya ( Post) 
Erumapetty Via PIN 680585, Mob:- 9526200901, 8848541124 
admin@nelluvaidhanwantharitemple.org 
admin@cochindevaswomboard.org 


Website QR Code is given below. 
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